Questions for Discussions & reflections on Gita Ch. 15 - Ch. 17
Ch. 15
1. Why is the 15th Ch. known as the essence of the entire Bhagawad Gita?
2. How the knower of tree of Samsaara (along with its substratum) is the knower of the Veda?
3. How do the leaves (Vedic mantras) protect, nourish and cover the Samsaara (transmigration) tree?

4. Describe the tree of transmigration.

5. Comment on ‘it’s form is not the way it appears’.

6. What is the weapon of non-attachment? Why is it the prerequisite to know the Self?

7. If the tree of transmigration has no beginning, end or middle, why and how to uproot such a tree?
8. Who is qualified to attain the Self? What is the nature of that abode?
9. What is meant by ‘My part’ in verse 7? Is it possible to have part and whole in Consciousness?

10. How does jiva transmigrate?

11. What is meant by ‘eye of knowledge’ to understand the process of transmigration? How to develop such eyes?

12. Why can’t everyone get it even if they try hard?

13. What are the various vibhooties of the Lord – within and without?
14. Explain the verse 15.
15. What are the perishable, imperishable and Uttama Purusha?

16. When it is said, “One who knows me in this way, without getting deluded…”, what is implied? How does such an individual become knower of all?

17. How is this chapter ‘Shashtram’?

18. How knowing this chapter is the sign of wisdom and fulfillment of life?

Ch. 16
1. What are the divine and the demonic qualities? What is their implied meaning in our life?
2. What causes fear in us? What are its two main sources?

3. What is meant by Sattva-samsuddhi? 

4. Why is charity so important in every culture? How one can remain humble and charitable?

5. Elaborate on the importance of on-going Self study. What should be the impact of knowledge?

6. Discuss all the divine qualities mentioned in 16th chapter. How do they help in liberation from the cycle of transmigration?

7. Discuss all the demonic qualities in 16th chapter. How do they strengthen the bondage?

8. How do people with demonic qualities create their own destruction and destruction of the world?
9. In verses 10, 11, 12, 16 & 18, people with desires are condemned. In ch. 3, desire was considered as Sin. And in Ch. 7, desire in accordance with dharma and scriptures is considered as Lord’s Vibhooti. Comment.

10. What does Lord do with people who have demonic qualities? (What is their fate?)

11. What are the gateways to hell? How?

12. Why should we follow the scriptures? When and how should we follow them?
Ch. 17 
1. What are the various types of people who follow &/or not follow the scriptures?

2. What are the various types of faiths? How can one know what type of faith he/she has?

3. Discuss the variety of faith based on 

· Altar of worship

· Food

· Method of worship

· Austerity

· Charity

4. What is 

· Physical austerity

· Austerity of Speech

· Mental austerity

5. How to make Rajasic and Tamasik tendencies into Sattvik?

6. Explain the meanings of Om, Tat and Sat.

