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
Questions for Discussions & reflections on Gita ch. 3 & Ch. 4
1. Is Knowledge superior to action (Ch. 3, v-1)? If yes, why is Lord asking Arjuna to engage in action? (Ch. 2, v-47)
2. Are both these paths: Action and Knowledge needed for liberation? 
3. What is ‘Actionlessness’? (v-4) Can it be gained by not performing any action?

4. If none can be without action (v-5) then is it possible to attain ‘Actionlessness’?
5. What is better – not enjoying objects but thinking about them or enjoying objects without attachments?

6. What is niyata karma? Why should I engage in these karmas?
7. What is yajna spirit? How to perform actions and not get attached to results? (v-9)

8. What is wheel of action? Is it seen in nature, society and at individual level? How?

9. Why a realized individual has no actions to be performed? (v-17)

10. Why does he not engage in or not stay away from action? Is this the most desired state? Why?
11. Can everyone work for Loka-sangraha? 

12. Whatever is means of valid knowledge for great men, so is to be followed by others. (v-21) Great men have taken various decisions in their life. How do I know what is appropriate for me? (v-22-24)
13. Why men-of-knowledge should engage in action? Why should he engage others as well?

14. What is the difference between the realized & the ignorant? (v-27, 28)

15. Explain the art of Karma Yoga through v-30.
16. Men-of learning also acts according to his nature. Does that mean there is no change before and after learning scriptures? Is v-33 indicating helplessness of individuals?

17. It is better to die while performing one’s own duty. My supreme duty is to realize the Truth. How do I reconcile the two – family responsibility and spiritual responsibility?
18. What, as though, forces an individual to commit sin? Explain with v-38.
19. How are desires eternal enemies of wise men? What about for ignorant?

20. Explain the superiority of objects, senses, mind, and intellect. How does it help me realize my true nature?
21. What is the purpose of describing the teaching tradition, beginning with Lord by Lord? (Ch. 4, v-1)

22. How is Lord Eternal and Omniscient? (v-5, 6)

23. When and why does Lord take birth? What is Dharma? Who is a saadhu? (v-7, 8)

24. Knowing birth and actions of Lord as divine, how can one be liberated? (v-9, v-14)

25. What does it take to be liberated? (v -10). Why is Lord talking about attaining Him as liberation?

26. What is worship of deities in v-12? In what way our desires are fulfilled by deities?
27. Explain the classification of society based on attitude and actions?

28. What is Karma, Akarma and Vikarma? (v-17)
29. How can we practice action in inaction and inaction in action? (v-18)

30. Is purpose of entire life to know I as actionless Self? How is this knowledge different from knowing any other object?

31. Having controlled senses, mind etc. can we continue to perform actions and not get bound or Knowledge is essential? (v-21)

32. What is equanimity of mind discussed in v-22?

33. How is everything Brahman? If this is the vision of Knowledge, then after realization, will I stop seeing things as I see now? (v-24)
34. Explain various yajnas given as saadhana for seekers.

35. Why is path of knowledge (Jnanayagna) superior to all? (v-33)

36. How to gain this knowledge by approaching a teacher (v-34)? 
37. What is its result (v-35)? How can I see all in me and then in Lord? 

38. Is this world really like a dream experience? Discuss.

39. How even a biggest sinner can free him / her from this world of transmigration?

40. What is meant by ‘seeker shall be free in due course of time’? (v-38)
41. Should we expect any magic or quick results, short-cuts in realization? Why not?
42. In what, is faith needed for Knowledge? What else is also required?

43. How will one attain supreme peace having gained Self-Knowledge?

44. Who does not get bound by Karma (v-41)? 

45. How to destroy our doubts about ‘Who am I, What is this world, Who is God’ etc. with the sword of Knowledge? (v-42)

46. Explain the term ‘Renunciation of action in Knowledge’ in the light of this chapter.
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